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Brick, John Jubilee 
Doubleday. Mar. 320p. $3.95. 

When Abe Lincoln called for volunteers man the 
Northern Armies, recruits flocked the colors, and 
after sketchy training, went marching off war and 
glory the music band and the cheers those 
who stayed behind. Since most the regiments were 
and the officers frequently politi- 
cally appointed, training was somewhat sketchy and 
tegiments were often hurled into battle with insufficient 
and consequent oversized casualty lists. 
When, 1862, Jeff Barnes was recalled from desk 
which had occupied most his time since 
graduation from West Point 1861, determined 
that the 195th New York volunteers, the regiment 
taised from his home area around Highland Landing 
the Hudson, would not suffer from inadequate train- 
Disappointed when the colonelcy went the 
local Congressman, Jeff Lieutenant-Colonel never- 
the less applied strict Regular Army discipline and 
fashioned the regiment into hard marching, well 
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trained unit. doing so, earned the respect but 
not the affection the men and officers. Duty, Honor 
and Country were his driving motives and subordi- 
nated everything them. courtship 
ended the marriage Jeff and Kathleen Boudrye. 


The regiment first “saw the elephant” the bloody 
maelstrom Gettysburg; but, thanks Jeff’s training, 
acquitted itself honorably. The colonel was killed and 
Jeff assumed his place. Jeff was wounded later 
skirmish and went home convalesce. Both his and 
Kate’s families were upset over his failure show 
favoritism his brother and brother-in-law and rift 
began develop between him and Kate; especially 
when left rejoin his regiment after had learned 
that was being transferred the Army the Ten- 
nessee, just their baby developed serious attack 
dysentery. The baby died; but Jeff remained with the 
regiment, thus deepening the rift. 


Tennessee they participated the Battle Lookout 
Mountain. Jeff lost his arm the battle and Kate 
came stay with him but left when Jeff forced her 
brother’s resignation from the regiment because his 
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irregular conduct. Jeff himself was convinced that his 
career was finished and wished resign but Sherman 
persuaded him remain command and parti- 
cipated the siege Atlanta and the famous march 


the sea. Jeff was made brigadier Sherman 


was killed the last skirmish just before Johnston 
surrendered. 


This the story man who sacrificed almost every- 
thing his concept duty, who felt that strict adher- 
ence discipline and training would end the war more 
quickly, who sacrificed love and friendship what 
considered the best interests his country. But more 
than that, the story volunteer regiment during 
the Civil War and the story Billy Sherman’s way 
fighting and the campaign through Georgia. 
Civil War book very well done broadly sweep- 
ing yet understanding strokes. not great story 
but interesting one. Although the general 
morality good the inclusion certain matters renders 
the book suitable only for adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


House Children 


Cary, Joyce 
$3.50. 


Harper. Feb. 29, 1956. 276p. 


The Joyce Cary Mister Johnson, Fearful Joy, The 
Horse’s Mouth and Herself Surprised comes now the 
gladsome reader new light. The conniver the 


incongruous and the contriver the humor release 
has, House Children, become poet, dreamer 
and gay contemplative our vanished yesterdays. This 
novel about children but not child’s book. 
Rather the fruit the mature mind sifting back 
through the miscellanea memory and means 
the chemistry imagination distilling out the golden 
drops happy days. 


were much children that grown-ups could not 
even seen. don’t remember any them above the knee 
before was seven; but the faces children surround me, 
and all them, shouting, laughing, weeping, furious 
affectionate, are full impatience. were always 
hurry for the next thing, the next game, tomorrow, our 
birthdays, party, sail, supper. The present fell out 
our hands like new toy Christmas, before knew what 
was for.” 


“We were growing drunk with expectation, which was in- 
creasing all the time. For children was pure 
passion and never checked itself for reason. burned its 
own fuel that its size had relation its source; 
were often fever for something trifling that had 
forgotten before arrived.” 
Visions silken cloud, purling tongues foam, fishing 
villages cluttered with the bric-a-brac the trade, 
blade grass, the ecstasy bit junk, moment 
sun-drenched landscape, the marvels matter and 
the madness moment, all these and other lovely 
magic flow through the novel bejewelled poetic in- 
sight. Evelyn Corner, the narrator, describes the life 
Dunamara Ireland shared with swarms 
cousins and his brother during the long summer holi- 
days. Each path and road, nook and dell takes 
enchantment tells it, even every incident, 
practical joke game, swells the proportions possible 
only the world the child’s experience. 


Best 


The subtle psychological inter-play between Pinto, the 
eccentric tutor, and Delia, one the more favored 
female cousins, re-echoes the best Dickens. The 
journey the stowaways Roffey’s old boat which 
served tender pick passengers from the 
pool steamer masterpiece childhood excitement 
the forbidden and terror the unknown. Philip’s 
practical jokes Harry and Evelyn, especially his play 
the boys’ terror ghosts, leave backwash won- 
der what too once believed. Pinto’s imitations, 
the children’s play, the journey with the aunts, uncover 
the total immersion the child his own world while 
the same time they reveal his incomprehension 
the world adults. 


Not the least intriguing the many laudable facets 
Mr. Cary’s work, the delicate sensitivity with which 
portrays Evelyn’s growing awareness that Delia 
somehow, somewhere, precise given point time, 
suddenly slips out the world childhood and grows 
up. Frances had preceded her and Philip and Robert 
show signs following too. The tragic undertone 
skillfully buried Evelyn’s life excitement and 
wonder, but there nevertheless. recalls the 
reader his own present sweetened and saddened 
happinesses lost but not beyond recall. 


Read House Children for its story, for its prose, for 
its music, for its heart. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Kavinoky, Bernice Honey from Dark Hive 
Rinehart. Feb. 27, 1956. 271p. $3.75. 


This the story Judith Harris and Pietro D’Angelo. 
takes place Walton, Pennsylvania, mythical but 
supposedly typical coal town midway between sag and 
slag. There mine town where Pete works. 
There also Catholic Church where Pete and Judy 

eet Bingo games prior dashing off for dalliance. 
And there also mountain. 


Neither the mine nor the church are fully entered into 
this story, and neither the conflict Jewish girl 
and Catholic boy love. The mountain provides 
place assignation and ultimately tombstones for Pete 
who caught cave-in and killed. 


When Judy returns Walton after graduating from 
Pittsburgh college, her first stop the home former 
high school teacher, Mrs. James. There Judy meets 
Pete whom she knew and worshipped from afar 
high school. 


Mrs. James’ porch, “an oasis coolness” 
dusty, hot afternoon, Pietro and Judy take long look 
each other. Pete, his shoulders against the 
rail, his arms swelling out from the rolled white sleeves 
his shirt,” makes Judy the quiet the bees 
vibrant zing pouring around her thicker than honey 
aware the spreading damp spots under her 
Throughout another 260 pages, this aware- 
ness grows and grows, amid bees and birds and lots 
honey (some pretty thick-flowing), all which 
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leaves the reader wishing for cool oasis his own 
which escape the novel’s stifling heat. 


Long ago, rather fully and quite successfully, Abie’s 
Rose treated the problems that arise when Jew 
and Catholic love and wish marry. There was some 
real depth, warmth (as opposed heat), and humor 
the story two young people whose real love ran 
counter centuries tradition, custom and culture 
either side. 


Honey from Dark Hive not worthy successor 
such story, largely because its superficiality. The 
Church never enters the lives Pete and Judy except 
place play Bingo, and the rapprochement be- 
tween the two one sensual infatuation rather than 
love. 


Moreover, the conflicts intermarriage, blatant 
the sociology the ’20’s are longer sharp enough 
plotwise elicit sympathy and sustain reader interest 
novel. 


Honey from Dark Hive would just another rabbit- 
hutch romance running riot the bookshelves, were 
not for the prose prowess its author. Miss Kavi- 
noky endows story with eye appeal when putting 
paper. She has facile, inviting and invigorating 
style. Unfortunately her similes are sweatily sensual. 
Adult fare, perhaps, but hardly the type book for 
adolescent’s Lenten reading list. 


Arthur North, 
Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Kirst, Hans Helmut The Revolt Gunner Asch 
Little, Brown. Feb. 29, 1956. 311p. $3.95. 


the early days Hitler’s Gunner Asch was 
member the artillery the Wehrmacht. cus- 
tomarily found many ways avoiding arduous duties, 
gaining reputation model soldier and ingratiating 
himself with his NCO’s even while cheating them 
cards and obtaining his own objectives without them. 
One day Asch, effort get his weekend pass, 
lied his corporal. Endeavoring assist his friend, 
Gunner Vierbein, involved Vierbein the lie also. 


concatenation circumstances, including Vierbein’s 
own sensitivity and naiveté, the troop commander’s 
absolute dependence his sergeant-major, 
geant-major’s suspicions his wife, and the like, re- 
sults Vierbein’s becoming the object simultaneous 
scrutiny all his superiors. This leads naturally 
his being made universal scapegoat, suffering brutally 
inhuman and callously indifferent treatment. News 
family difficulties causes Vierbein’s complete breakdown 
and his attempted suicide. 


Asch able frustrate the suicide attempt, but the 
act makes him aware insensate and idiotic bar- 
barism the military system. decides challenge 
it, defy it, and meet head-on struggle that will 
arouse all awareness its stupidity. His revolt takes 
the form mutinous conduct against one after an- 
other his superiors. Always, however, shrewdly 
Protects himself within the literal reading the regu- 
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lations. the presence his perfect-soldier corporal 
lies bed fifteen minutes after reveille. defies 
mess officer weighing all rations while 
mess duty. tricks sergeant into filing false 
report ammunition expended. either shoots at, 
procures another shoot his sergeant-major twice. 
administers physical beating major, medical 
officer who has groundlessly pronounced Asch not 
mentally responsible for his rebellious actions and who 
therefore suffers the logical consequence his diag- 
nosis. But, with all these violent insurgencies, Asch 
finds that instead rousing the lions Prussianism 
against himself and precipitating cause célébre, 
has succeeded only perturbing lot sheep into 
milling about. 


The battery commander, trained the system and 
more discerning than his underlings, perceives the 
shrewdness Asch’s campaign, deposits all reports 
against him the waste-basket, reorganizes the battery 
and quells the revolt ignoring it. perfect 
object for the system, overwhelmed into con- 
formity; and Asch completely confounded being 
promoted. 


Essentially the thesis this novel bitter one. All 
military necessities are militarism, its view, and all 
militarism irrrational and sub-human. But strong 
the machine that can grind down all opposition 
except the most intelligent and daring. And when 
encounters such exceptional resistance the system still 
triumphs ignoring, twisting aside and plowing on. 
However, although the novel fundamentally serious, 
the irony its story and the understated humor 
most its episodes are sufficient make stand even 
comic work. Considering the relative brevity 
the book, there host carefully created characters; 
from the battery commander down through all the 
NCO’s the private soldiers, there are varied types 
and recognizable individuals, all quickly and strikingly 
delineated. 


All all, for absorbing narrative, simple and graceful 
style, deft characterization, and fusion thesis (agree- 
able not) with story material, The Revolt Gunner 
Asch adds first-rate work humor social 
analysis. flippant handling sex, not overdone 
view the barracks-square background, limits the suit- 
ability the novel mature readers. 


Clinton Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


McGovern, James Fraiilein 


Crown. Feb. 312p. $3.50. 
far know this the first novel written James 
McGovern, who spent the period from 1949 1954 
Germany employee our State Department 
and other governmental agencies. This book 
account what happened Erika Angermann 
Dresden the interval from 1945 1955. the 
former year, February, she was nearly killed the 
utterly barbarous and completely unjustifiable bombing 
Dresden the English and the Americans. the 
summer 1955, when the story ends, Erika, the 
wife considerably older and very rich American, 
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has returned Germany for visit. Meanwhile nearly 
everything that can happen woman had happened 
her, you will admit you will read this novel. 
all related very plainly and calmly, with marked 
spirit detachment. The single objective most 
Germans the period from the end World War 
until about 1950 was simply continue living, mean 
accomplishment those difficult years. Many women 
seemed find necessary not too particular 
about the means employed reach that important 
objective. 


Blasted out Dresden the Allied raid, Erika man- 
aged get Berlin, where uncle lived. She moved 
into his house, even though was already being shared 
another single girl well butcher and his 
wife. Then came the McGovern makes 
clear the absorption the Russians women and 
watches, that order. Erika makes the best bad 
situation selecting comparatively clean Russian 
and living with him her uncle’s 
him, that the Russian, she manages have him 
erased the Russians themselves. Then her former 
fiancé, Irmfried Freiherr von Diesborn, late the 
German army, reappears but very sensibly decides not 
add Erika his already sufficiently complicated 
struggle for existence. Life became harder and harder 
for Erika she found herself employed the strangest 
people for the strangest reasons. The author makes 
the struggle for existence post-war Germany under- 
standable. makes effort glorify the American 
occupation, but neither does make any more 
stupid than was. 


Erika’s efforts leave Germany marrying penni- 
less American Negro soldier, with whom she had been 
living without benefit clergy, failed, but luck at- 
tended her and later placed rich American business 
man beside her the altar. Not intended for the high 
school crowd, this hard bitten novel suitable for 


intelligent adults. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Richter, Hans Werner 
They Fell from God’s Hands 
Translated from the German Geoffrey Sainsbury. Dutton. 
Feb, 28, 1956. 349p. $4.95. 
War terrible curse for the human family. Many 
authors have tried their own way bring home 
this truth, whether accounts vast devastation 
wrought upon whole cities single hour, 
lengthy novels portraying the unhappy consequences 
man’s hatred his fellows. 


They Fell from God’s Hands attempts this same objec- 
tive, most difficult way. The first chapters intro- 
duce ten unrelated persons, all middle European 
nationality, and somehow caught the vortex the 
war. Polish Jew, Czech housewife, Red-army 
soldier, all ten are brought into the story early, which 
then moves from one isolated incident another, 
from the fighting fronts Russia, Africa, the 
United States, and the Near East. Underlying all 


Best 


the bitterness fate, the abandonment God, 
which overwhelms the lives these persons. Here 
see the consequence great wars, not political 
military terms, but the broken homes and shattered 
lives the little unimportant people who make 
much the human family. 


Despite the awkwardness the format his plot, 
the author, Hans Richter, has handled his story with 
great skill. The message certainly comes through, with- 
out the confusion that might have been expected with 
many independent characters. 


evident that the author gifted writer, capable 
telling captivating story conveying significant 
message. From this present work, his earlier novel 
published this country, unfortunately seems that 
much more aware what against than 
what for. offers solutions through the 
medium any his characters how face 
real and stark evil. tragedy that long after 
the Christian revelation none his characters (perhaps 
this, only too true life) turn God find 
meaning the sufferings inflicted upon them. 


this point our collective human experience, 
still necessary argue the ruthlessness total war, 
its savagery, its peculiar de-humanizing quality? 
These things can easily forgotten, true, that 
Hans Richter worth reading. 


seems, however, that his best work yet come, 
when chooses more constructive viewpoint, one 
which deserves the technical skill can bring his 


task. 
Brother John, F.S.C., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Shaplen, Robert 
Knopf. Feb. 13, 1956. 373p. $3.95. 


Robert Shaplen has been Indo-China and studied its 
political and racial problems. has witnessed and 
knows the irreconcilable aspirations, conflicting loyal- 
ties, and mercenary expediencies that defeat national 
unity and constructive compromise within the country. 
Forest Tigers tries show these dissensions 
through desultory plot acted out unrealized char- 
acters who never become vital the reader because 
they have only mechanical interest for the author. 
The one basic fault with the book that attempts 
make novel out material that would more 
coherent, emphatic, and convincing personal record 
about one-third the length. 


Basically five groups the strife are viewed: (1) the 
supporters the Communist-dominated Vietminh; (2) 
the French forces and their allies the French-spon- 
sored government Bao Dai; (3) those Vietnamese 
who want rid both the Communists and the 
French; (4) trimmers and opportunists who 
from side side price prospect dictates; (5) the 
American colony, well-meaning but bungling 
efforts “ride two tigers” remaining friendly the 
French without becoming party French colonialism, 
and the same time cultivating native good will and 
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self-sufficiency under the Point Four program. the 
crosses, triple alliances, and quadruple sinuosit- 
ties multiply, the reader suddenly realizes that 
the maze because has been trying perceive 
pattern narrative where none exists, where- 
the atuhor stands detached and observes merely that 
maze. 


The figure who does most tie the disparate elements 
together Adam Patch, American consul Saigon 
about 1950, when Hanoi and southern Viet-Nam faced 
the Communist threat from the North. odds 
with Smythe, the American Minister, over policies that 
regards too closely tied the French. Under- 
mining jealous vice-consul widens the breach, and 
two personal alliances formed Patch finally bring 
complete rupture. 

The first these with beautiful Eurasian divorcée, 
Geneviéve, who becomes his mistress and has the 
dominant feminine role. She seems share his views 
well his bed, but actually she double-dealing 
agent for the French while secretly serving 
spy for Cau Minh Thien, who heads the Communist 
Committee for the South. Patch shrewd enough 
not caught this Mata Hari, but the liaison 
weakens his official position and makes him suspiciously 
cautious the second alliance that develops. 


This with refugee Annamite doctor, Tran Phan 
Dang, who seeks hearing the ministry for changed 
American policy. brings evidence that the Ameri- 
cans should divorce themselves from Bao Dai and the 
French, and cultivate the Vietnamese for their own 
sake isolated basis. Failing convince Smythe 
that not Communist, Dang enlists Patch’s help 
with the director the Point Four program by-pass 
the minister forming independent project 
economic commandos. The effort sabotaged, how- 
ever, and the culmination Patch’s Indo-Chinese 
career comes amid the Saigon riots fomented Cau. 
Dang assassinated; Geneviéve exposed and sen- 
tenced death the French; Smythe, who never sees 
things straight, arranges Patch’s recall Washington 
for consorting with Vietnamese who reportedly befriend 
Americans into trap. doing gets rid the 
one man, Shaplen’s view, who really understood the 
problem and the people. 

Gamblers, gun-smugglers, frustrated secretary, as- 
sorted rogues, and blind officials contort the labyrinth 
considerably more than this simplification can show. 
One never quite sure who “on first,” but evidently 
that uncertainty precisely Indo-China Shaplen 
saw it. His report admirably well-intentioned and 
evidently well informed; but not satisfying 
novel because both plot and characters are contrived 
too wholly for the exposition setting. The account 
properly limited adult interest and judgment. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Connolly, Cyril The Golden Horizon 
University Books, Inc. Feb. 20, 1956. 596p. $6.00. 

January, 1940, Stephen Spender, Peter Watson, and 
Cyril Connolly joined founding Horizon, probably 
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the most important all English avant-garde periodi- 
cals. The policy, simply put, was “pursuit quality,” 
and Connolly recalls initial triple division re- 
sponsibility: “Peter Watson’s main interests were mod- 
ern painting and music, mine were literature and psy- 
chology, Spender’s poetry and politics.” how- 
ever, Connolly came dominate the venture editori- 
ally while Watson subsidized financially: “the key 
Horizon lies the Bouvard-Pécuchet relationship 
between Peter Watson and myself. Hardy, emu- 
lated his despair, Laurel, financed optimism.” 


Christmas 1949 Horizon died. The editorial 
swan song cited three chief causes: the sterile philis- 
tinism British non-support, only temporarily offset 
American interest (6,000 the 9,000 subscribers 
were American); the lack worthy material from 
talents “unwilling write except for dollars”; and 
Connolly’s hope that year’s suspension for writing 
would banish his own staleness. The expected revival 
never materialized, but the ten-year life Horizon re- 
mains one the most brilliant collections contem- 
porary literature. 


Connolly proved himself not only graceful writer but 
also editor intellectual depth, sensitive apprecia- 
tion, and rigorous standards. Into his magazine, 
name only few, gathered such writers Eliot, 
Isherwood, Lewis, Waugh, and Huxley from England; 
Trilling, Wilson, McCarthy, and Welty from America; 
Gide, Croce, Santayana, Malroux, Eluard, and Koestler 
from the continent. Connolly did not subscribe all 
the ideologies thus represented, but was interested 
the magic humanity and valued all work that 
artistically revealed personality. Thus 
poems, paintings, memoirs, and polemics came 
not only literary record but also social document. 


The Golden Horizon Connolly’s attempt reduce 
Horizon’s ten thousand pages one volume. Severe 
excisions obviously were necessary. His own editorials 
have been previously anthologized. Materials paint- 
ing, music, sculpture, and architecture are reserved for 
possible collection Watson. Finally, elimination 
obsolete and immiscible pieces arrived the decision 
“Literature only.” Even so, however, the collection 
excludes items otherwise reprinted, glorified book re- 
views, and essays living writers. 


The arrangement what was left into five sections. 
First “Horizon’s History the War.” This assem- 
blage gives striking, impressionistic re-creation all 
the moods—horror, hope, cruelty, monotony, aspira- 
tion, despair—that war brings. features some fine 
poems Keyes, Lewis, Spender, MacNeice, Binyon, 
and Raine; starkly simple report Belsen Moore- 
head; political duel between Wells and Orwell; 
and personal recollections the African fighting 
Robin Campbell and Cecil Beaton. 


The “Entertainments” that follow are chiefly fiction, 
some admittedly shizoid and many less than relaxing, 
but they represent Horizon’s purely pleasurable con- 
tent. They range from the serenity Logan Pearsall 
Smith depressing study sexual disparity Mo- 
ravia. Best all Richardson’s “Way Out the 
Continuum,” hilarious satire atomic-age science 
fiction. 
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“Glimpses Greatness” provides interesting vignettes 
famous people Wilde, Tolstoy, Valery, Kafka, 
Joyce, Woolf baker’s dozen literary friends. 
“Personal Anthology” simply offers some poems that 
Connolly likes, and who will quarrel with 
Auden, Barker, Betjeman, Cummings, Empson, Moore 
are included; Dylan Thomas represented “Fern 
Hill” and Refusal Mourn.” 


The closing “Prospect Literature.” The highlights 
here are Bowra’s study Horace and Brennan’s sensi- 
tive appreciation St. John the Cross “one 
the supreme lyric poets any country age.” Other 
studies provide specimens Marxist, existentialist, and 
Freudian criticism. Notably lacking Connolly’s famil- 
iar obsession with the decay modern culture and the 
abdication art money. 


One finishes with the feeling that Connolly has refuted 
his own case. culture that can produce Horizon 
must yet have measure vitality. debt owed 
Connolly, moreover, for his role fostering much 
worthy achievement. This gathering his work has 
appeared previously England the same format; the 
American republication gives deserved additional 
circulation many pieces that have been somewhat 
inaccessible. will valued all thoughtful adult 


readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Karney, Jack Work Darkness 
Putnam. Feb. 23,1956. 279p. $3.50. 


Lenny Kramer, Juan Rivera, and Joe Kusack are tough 
teen-agers living New York City’s East Side. They 
join the Panthers, one the gangs rampant the city. 
local mobster, Yuss Wacks uses the Panthers 
assist him running floating dice game. Joe Kusack 
decides cheat the gangster steering some Yuss’s 
customers game run rival hoodlum. Yuss 
learns Joe’s treachery and has him badly beaten. 
For revenge Kusack aids Yuss’s competitor killing 
Wacks. Wacks’s gang pursues Kusack and his close 
friends, Lenny and Juan, and kills two them. Juan 
escapes, but since heroin addict, his finish 
sight. 

may seen from the above plot outline, this novel 
noes not warrant serious consideration significant 
artistic work. simply hardboiled, journalistic 
account juvenile delinquency large city. 


One needs strong stomach read this book. The 
language frequently vulgar and obscene; the incidents 
are frequently brutal and shocking. The author re- 
mains passively aloof from his material, and hero 
emerges and moral drawn. Even the police are 
portrayed curiously unsympathetic fashion. al- 
most seems they not exist, and when they 
appear occasionally, they are fumbling and almost 
oafish. What the reader looks for story this 
type are remedies and solutions even mature con- 
sideration implications involved. Mr. Karney not 
interested solving the problems presented even 
probing beneath the surface the characters. 


SELLERs 


also not interested causes; hence his narrative does 
not even take the interest social case 
All Karney was apparently concerned with was relating 
sensational, detailed account life the jungle. 
are supposed enjoy the lions, tigers, leopards, and 
ghouls killing and maiming each other almost indis- 
criminately. Perhaps there were one noble savage 
the underbrush, the story might trifle reward- 
ing. Granted that there certain zest primitive 
savageness and brutishness about the narrative which 
will appeal fans the Mickey Spillane school; 
nevertheless, one becomes weary the jungle and 
searches for some positive which cannot 
found this Work Darkness. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Warner, Sylvia Townsend Winter the Air 
Viking. Feb. 23, 1956. 250p. $3.50. 


short fiction you like modified Mansfield-out-of- 
Chekov manner; your taste requires that the sketch- 
anecodtes brined irony; you sit late catch 
the English films; you read The New Yorker; 
then you will want read Winter the Air, Sylvia 
Townsend Warner’s latest collection stories. This 
collection your cup tea, strong British brew, un- 
sugared, even acrid with the lemon squeezed too close 
the rind. 


The casual reader cannot complain about the lack 
variety the character department these stories. 
the spindle side meets hand-me-down wives; 
desiccated servants and secretaries, malign grandam, 
malodorous spinster, harlot holiday. Among 
the males meets cattle-breeding literary critic, 
army officer, prurient fawn schoolboy, two feck- 
less bachelors called Aubrey and Horace, piano-play- 
ing refugee, latter-day Jack-the-Ripper, husband 
who escapes from pietistic spouse faking his own 
funeral. There are others, course; not very nice 
people. 


However, the casual reader (not the specialized one 
profiled the first paragraph) may complain that most 
the stories appear vault from the climax into the 
void, that they end “like stones stopped mid-air.” 
The short story experts retort triumphantly that such 
complaint boomerangs upon the reader self-criti- 
cism. Could be, they suggest patronizingly, that 
has battened too freely the formula stories the 
Saturday Evening Post Most Sylvia War- 
ner’s stories have futuramic ending, implication 
state affairs come for the protagonist that are 
essential the heart the story the verbalized 
happenings. 


This reviewer wonders just how many stories non- 
specialized reader can digest one sitting before sensing 
faint malaise around the midriff the inveterate 
satire the atuhor. only four the seventeen 
stories does she appear lapse from her habitually 
sleek malice betray touch decent compassion. 
Most the time she sadistically picking over her 
characters with the glittering tines her satire until 
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suits her pack them the dry ice some 
dramatic irony. The effect all this far more tire- 
some than that the would-be humorist who must 
load his every utterance with fillip fun. Sylvia 
Warner’s style, certainly one high lapidary finish, 
but frequently overbred and preciously mannered, only 
carry out the impression toney contempt 
for the author’s British kin, aristocrat and commoner 
alike. significant that the first-person viewpoint 
the story “The Children’s Grandmother” gives that 
narrative genuine humanity that the others, poison- 
penned too much author comment, definitely 
lack. Ironically enough, this story, which comes closest 
the formula type short fiction offensive the 
Chekov cultists, impressed this reviewer being the 
most aesthetically sound the seventeen. 


Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., 
St. Mary’s College, 
Northeast, Pennsylvania 


Conquist, Mabel Bianca 


Putnam. Feb. 24, 1956. 348p. $4.00. 

Renaissance Italy has been the setting for many lusty 
and adventurous tale romance and intrigue that 
catches only the surface lust for life and love and 
power, without portraying any the deeper drives 
characteristic that age. Such the present novel 
which story young girl’s search for love, laid 
against background intrigue and adventure. When 
Bernardo del Leoni was about extract dukedom 
from Ferrante Naples, and his entire family was 
destroyed that evil monarch, saving only grandson 
and grand-daughter, Nikki and Bianca, who were 
rescued their nurse and raised peasants. 


Some ten years later, when Bianca was sixteen, she 
was discovered mountain village Pietro, Count 
Riccatena, while was search Alberto 
Domena who had been living hermit since his 
uncle usurped his dukedom. Alberto accepts Pietro’s 
invitation attempt the recovery Domena and, al- 
though had educated Nikki and Bianca and loved 
them, his quest for power was willing take 
any quick means secure their safety. So, Bianca 
quickly betrothed and married Vittorino, soldier 
Count Pietro’s army and sullen, physically twisted 
incompetent proves be. 


The story then unfolds about Bianca’s attempts find 
love with Vittorino, with Count Pietro, with dashing 
young blade named Enrico Gonzaga; and, finally, with 
Roderigo, the Count’s hunchbacked fool, but also 
man wit and sympathy. There are dozen plot 
complications which Bianca maintains and loses her 
Virtue she moves through the intricacies small 
talian court. Adventure and intrigue are capped 
hazardous gamble which ends successful refuge 
with Duke Alberto for Roderigo and Bianca. The story 
nonetheless, exceedingly thin and has little interest 
other than the adventure involved. The main char- 
acters are merely surface caricatures; the psychological 
paths along which Bianca makes her way happiness 
are unnecessarily involved. There only dim shadow 
morality the final decision. whole, there- 
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fore, the story seems have little literary value, though 
may suitable for adult readers, and them only. 


Stuart, Forbidden Planet 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Feb. 27, 1956. 184p. $3.00. 


Based the MGM Cinemascope production the 
same name, this tale chilling adventure 
science fiction. Adams was sent 
planet distant star discover the fate earlier 
expedition. found only two survivors, Dr. Morbius, 
the leader the prior expedition, and his daughter, 
Altaira. Some mysterious force attacking the entire 
expedition. Morbius discovered semi-insane 
because delving into the knowledge lost race, 
the Krell, who had attained almost perfection. Their 
disappearance and the mysterious force are finally ex- 
plained new life-form their science had created. 
The expedition escaped and the solar system was saved 
destroying the planet. Poor science fiction, second- 
rate adventure—a bit sex and some profanity, these 
combine render the book suitable for adults only and 
scarcely worth reading. 


Campbell, Patricia The Royal Anne Tree 
Macmillan. Feb. 21, 1956. 252p. $3.50. 


The scene this novel laid the Pacific North- 
west. There, the days preceding the Civil War, the 
Vane family comes find better things, only have 
both parents die soon after their arrival. The daughter, 
Louise, just fourteen years old, finds refuge with large 
family named Felty maidservant. After year 
hard work, uncle the Felty family who has 
recently lost his wife pays visit and proposes marriage 
Louise. When Louise accidentally overhears con- 
versation between the Uncle and Mrs. Felty she mis- 
interprets remarks mean that she longer appre- 
ciated the family; so, she decides marry Uncle 
Herman find the security home. 

The marriage mistake. Herman miser whose 
only interest having wife the work she can do, 
the meals she can cook and her presence the farm 
guard the gold had hidden there, whenever 
away selling his produce and collecting more money. 
Louise kept from all human contacts except for 
few stolen visits with her nearest neighbors during 
Herman’s absences. Into this situation steps young, 
handsome, half-Indian free-booter who has decided 
settle down and make stake logging. Herman, 
suspicious that all visitors have designs his hoard 
and detesting Indians even more, has fight with this 
Tom Wolfkill. trying separate the pair, Louise 
falls into Tom’s arms just after has knocked out her 
husband and learns what means touched with 
tenderness. From this time, the marriage Herman 
becomes not only mistake but horror, especially 
unsuspected neighbor steals part Herman’s 
gold. 

Louise has just decided leave Herman and steal 
away the night when her now half-crazy husband 
hears prowler. trying keep Herman from 
ing the thief, Louise grabs the nearest weapon, pitch- 
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fork, and kills him. the trial for her life, she dis- 
dains the easy way out and tells her story. 


The authoress asks her readers imagine situation 
which the attitude toward money, women and mar- 
riage (non-sacramental marriage) considerably dif- 
ferent than today. Regarding marriage she suc- 
cessful enough: the heroine realizing the physical at- 
traction Tom Wolfkill has the courage send him 
away; and he, turn, has the gallantry go. This 
she makes plausible. regard the attitude to- 
ward money and women 100 years ago, Miss Campbell 
does not help the reader enough imagine the basic 
situation. Granted her premises, however, she suc- 
ceeds drawing her characters well and maintain- 
ing adult, predominantly female, interest tale 
filled with psychological overtones. 


William Schweder, S.J., 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Dutton. Feb. 20, 1956. 255p. $3.50. 


This tense novel adventure and mystery story, 
written effective rather than elegant style. 
The adventure arises from four people, three men and 
woman, cast adrift six-by-four foot raft, the 
South Pacific, during World War II. British lawyer 
known Bulldog, Irish ne’er-do-well called Biscuit, 
one-legged Asian dubbed Number Four, and elu- 
sive woman nicknamed Sea-Wyf find themselves 
cramped together for agonizing days and nights, beset 
hunger and thirst, questing for land which they 
finally come upon, though not end their adventures. 
The mystery derived from the threat one these 
four—years after the adventure—to publish account 
their fourteen weeks together, during which time 
primitive and feral love and hate were asserted some- 
what disastrously. exciting adventure and taunt- 
ing suspense, the story races extraordinary climax. 


exceptional about this tale that could 
have provided considerable latitude for titillating sen- 
sationalism and tawdry heroics. Instead discloses 
the plight the four victims Japanese torpedo 
with commendable reticence. Stark sensuality and 
revolting brutality are thrust aside for convincing 
account the palpable relationships which prevailed 
among these four unfortunates. The conduct Sea- 
particular, evokes reverence not only from her 
companions from the reader, reverence that 
inexplicably granted and only understood the end. 
The mysterious nature with her command- 
ing but charming control the three men, deftly 
communicated without being mawkish maudlin. 
Then the unexpected finale answers all the questions 
which have assailed the reader throughout the progress 
the narrative. 


Also pictured imaginatively and immediately are the 
perils the vast and inhospitable 
etched, too, the toll exacted from the castaways 
when food and water are longer had. Even 
the emotional tautness which the imprisoning raft im- 
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Best 


poses upon them graphically wrought. Finally, how- 
ever, the reader borne through such harrowing ex- 
periences his delight and gratitude, for hypno- 
tized and lulled the intangible spell Sea-Wyf 
whom can never forget. Nor should he, for 
well worth remembering. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Karp, David All Honorable Men 
Knopf. Feb. 20, 1956. $3.95. 


There was time when poets considered themselves 
the dedicated representatives and spokesmen all 
their fellowmen, and significant that this lofty 
view poetical ministry obtained generally when 
poetry was thought the more respectable vehicle 
expression. Shelley put down black and white 
his Defense Poetry, and even late author 
Tennyson believed it. Shelley’s case, the exercise 
his profession had distinct political aspect. 
sought rally freedom-loving men the cause the 
oppressed, and colored his poetry, not always for the 
better, with his political views. His pictures 
mandias and Swellfoot the Tyrant will not soon 
forgotten, although the despots the day are not 
easily recalled. not strange, therefore, that the 
present dispute over the propriety feasibility 
loyalty-hearings, that our authors should the fore 
protesting against what they regard invasion 
men’s basic rights. The conflict sharp and bitter, 
and David Karp has found material for novel, 
All Honorable Men. 

Briefly,the story runs like this: Milo Dexter Burney, 
well-known and articulate liberal who personally has 
Communist taint, persuaded resign high post 
liberal Foundation head Institute which will 
for conservatism what Dr. Burney has been doing 
for liberalism. The offer challenge his sense 
democratic fair-dealing and, against the advice more 
shrewd allies, Dr. Burney throws his lot with group 
whose political background and thinking instinctive- 
dislikes: over-rich manufacturer named Locke, 
with over-young wife; retired military man, Van 
Ord, ridden zealot’s bigotry and penchant for 
making victims squirm; and Sutton, playwright and 
relative Locke. The Foundation handsomely en- 
dowed with forty million dollars, but the fund used 
for little more than stationery costs and the fees for 
private detectives—hired Van Ord—who rake 
proof that economist, Dr. Ness, 
Dr. Ness has been invited join the Institute and 
when wishes recall his application persuade 
Burney face the whispered charges that are being 
circulated about him. was tactical error, for Ness 
not innocent Burney imagined, and the ensu- 
ing melee, several people who were living normal lives 
when the Foundation first reared its ugly head find 
their sordid pasts exposed. Dr. Burney disillusioned, 
his Board Governors hardens against him, his chosen 
lieutenants leave him embarrassing ignorance facts 
should have known, and Dr. Ness, driven into 
hopeless corner, hangs himself. After that, the story 
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peters out, ending the good doctor’s belated attempt 
for liberals what should have done long before. 


There deftness the writing that makes much 
the book excellent reading, and the author can attain 
clarity that does him great credit. But the clarity does 
not endure, far the implications the story are 
concerned. The fact that Dr. Burney who marches 
through the early chapters the work with the assur- 
ance the man who broke the bank Monte Carlo, 
turns out something blunderer the end. 
The idol the liberals not only has feet clay, but 
the other end has head that lost clouds. 
Contact with the world Van Ord and Locke was 
unpleasant, but brought him down earth, and 
solid earth. The tragedy is, course, that his blunder- 
ing led the death Ness and the triumph men 
whose shabby views righteousness are more de- 
serving support than the moral corruption some 
the liberals the doctor’s circle. For when Burney 
relies what the author calls “two terrible props,” 
reason and justice, stops dead right there, far short 
sense moral sanctions. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Tallant, Robert The Voodoo Queen 
Putnam. Feb. 24, 1956. 314p. $3.95. 

For all its intriguing title and pulp-type jacket design, 
The Voodoo Queen rather monotonous, time-wast- 
ing affair which purports offer fictional account 
the life Marie Laveau, “the last great American 
witch.” the author had any secondary purpose be- 
yond singing the praises this strange heroine, has 
done noble job camouflaging it. his research 
voodoo seems have become obsessed the magic 
this haughty, proud, superstitious and immoral voo- 
dooienne. What little sociological value can culled 
from his references early 19th century southern life 
and customs overshadowed his absorption the 
eulogy the queen. 


Marie, whose mother was the quadroon mistress 
Charles Laveau, did not give herself entirely her 
beliefs and magic power until she was her late twen- 
ties and already married Jacques Paris. She was 
Catholic, went her church, and claimed that she 
worked through the saints. When she revealed her 
intention becoming great queen, Jacques deserted 
her and was later lost sea. Thereupon she betook 
herself Christophe Glapion, whom she bore fifteen 
children. Since Christophe wife’s, who had run away 
with another man, was still alive, marriage was out 
the question. So, having spent the night together, 
and Marie knelt before make-shift altar the next day, 
implored the intercession several saints and pledged 
themselves until death. That was their marriage cere- 
mony. Many the children this relationship died 
during epidemic and those who survived, the 
question race became somewhat predominant. 
son went off France where, believed, had 
better opportunity succeed artist. daughter, 
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very fair and blond, sought break away from her 
background and moved with her light-skinned husband 
and family another quarter. Her husband even went 
far fight for the Confederate cause. Marie, 
the youngest daughter, supposed have followed 
her mother’s path when the queen passed away 
1881 the age 87. 


Since Mr. Tallant stranger voodoo, his work 
would have some historical value had adhered 
straight reportorial writing. But the dramatic liberties 
has taken with the available truth order create 
novel prove woefully sad. The result unimpres- 
sive recitation data which, this reviewer, lacks 
life, color spirit. just simply dull. And for all 
her charity and good works, Marie Laveau does not 
stand out exemplary model morality and 
righteousness. She the direct antithesis with her 
“marriage” Christophe, her superstition, and dis- 
regard for authority. fact, those over her are usually 
pictured being somewhat stupid and arrogant. They 
must come admire her success where they accom- 
plish nothing. The mature reader, who curious 
enough about voodoo rites and gris-gris, might find 
harmless, wants take the time. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Sinclair, Harold The Horse Soldiers 
Harper. Feb. 14,1956. 336p. $3.95. 


the Army’s parlance, O.P. means Operational Pro- 
cedure. Mr. Sinclair writing his novel, which will 
surely never styled “great” though may con- 
sidered fair-to-middling, seems believe that real army 
procedure must necessity have all the soldiers split- 
ting the air with curses and obscenities plus least one 
dirty story. these tidbits the obnoxious, 
mayhap the book might have been suitable for devotees 
the historical novel whose fare varies from Rover 
Boys Ivanhoe. 


note (on page informs that Mr. Sinclair has 
used for his background material raid made Union 
Cavalry under Colonel Grierson and that this novel 
masterful recreation one the Civil War’s most 
dramatic adventures.” may recreation; but this 
reviewer failed find anything masterful its pages. 
There seems little doubt that Mr. Sinclair followed 
closely the trail Grierson’s men, with couple 
side trips which are better told than the main narra- 
tive. Historically, Col. Grierson left Grange, Ten- 
nessee, having under his command the Ist and 2nd 
Illinois and the 2nd Iowa Cavalry Regiments. All three 
were under-manned, the total force numbering 1500 
horsemen. was during the siege Vicksburg, (April 
June, 1863). seventeen days this striking force 
had traversed Mississippi and upper Louisiana, accom- 
plishing their mission cutting the railroads which 
supplied Vicksburg. The remnants the force, about 
900 men, finally stumbled into Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
leaving behind them most certainly confused and 
befuddled John Pemberton, C.S.A., the defender 
Vicksburg. 
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Mr. Sinclair’s characters, the most important one being 
Colonel Marlowe, are very much “run the mill.” 
Marlowe escapee from the sorrows personal 
tragedy and finding the “cauldron war” the way 
out. Asa Bryce, Major Grady, Colonels Secord and 
Blaney have their moments; but like the River Platte 
they all seem too wide rather than too deep. 
Major Keller the Medical Corps far and away Mr. 
Sinclair’s best pen sketch and the book could well have 
used many more pages his sense.” Among 
the “gray ghosts” the Confederacy, the reader will 
find there little choice. hope Mr. Sinclair 
will, his Colonel Marlowe says, have “better luck 
next time.” 

Berkeley Kines, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Gibbs, Hamilton Obedience the Moon 
Little-Brown. Jan. 23, 1956. 244p. $3.75. 


Lest the title, which somewhat obscure the action, 
put you off, let said once that this unusual 
and superior novel about decent people unusual 
situation. All the cast characters, relatively few 
number, are men and women real integrity and 
they are vital and interesting therefore. Mr. Gibbs 
fine craftsman novelist and obviously, also, man 
principle well deep sympathies. Equally 
obviously knows and loves the French countryside 
and the French people. His story laid mostly the 
mountain areas Southern France, with brief excur- 
sion New York. Both are well portrayed. 


Jack (Red) Lindon had been with the vanguard 
liberators when the American Army pushed from 
the coast into the town Lafleur Var 1945. 
had met then and fallen love with lovely dark- 
haired girl named Cinette, short for Francine, Angelin. 
They had lived together for three days without benefit 
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clergy; then Red had gone battle after battle 
into the devastated collapse Germany and the mem- 
ory Lafleur and Cinette seemed hardly more than 
dream. Eight years later, returning the same coun- 
tryside make color film travelogue the area 
part his new business, finds that the central square 
familiar, the memory the girl sharp, but 
cannot remember her name first. Finding that she 
still there, but now married and the mother three 
children, cannot forbear walking past the place 
where she lives the Rue Droit. She is, has 
been told married wood sculptor, Pierre Besnard 
who had returned her after years the maquis and 
prison camp. His first purpose broken when girl 
eight with startling resemblance him and the same 
color hair has discovered his and Cinette’s 
child. Pierre knows all about him and Cinette; Jacque- 
line calls Pierre Parrain, not Papa; Cinette cordial 
and Pierre; Jack realizes that Cinette’s devotion 
her husband complete. They prevail upon him 
stay the town, allow him take Jacqueline with 
him his filming trips. Then the question his 
return America arises and wishes take his 
daughter with him. 


There is, obviously, conflict loyalties. Cinette 
loves Jacqueline much she loves her other two 
children; but she recognizes Jack’s right and need for 
the child and consents his taking her condi- 
tion that she may with them for week see 
that Jacqueline will not suffer from whatever ambiguity 
may attach her origin. Pierre gives his permission, 
suspecting that may lose Cinette well Jacque- 
line Cinette should find love for Jack reawakening. 


Welcomed completely Jack’s mother and father 
New York, Cinette cuts short her stay and leaves after 
three four days. Returned Lafleur, she finds 
Pierre jubilant and touchingly grateful for her return; 
but some reticence makes him suspect that she has not 
been happy return, and leaves with his tools after 
sending cryptic telegram Jack, indicating that the 
way clear him with Cinette. Jack returns only 
find Cinette distracted and the story ends with Jack 
setting out find Pierre and bring him back his wife. 


matter what such inept summary might indi- 
cate, there nothing sentimental sticky this story. 
sunny and naturally shadowed the moun- 
tain country which takes place. The central char- 
acters are completely credible, nice people with strength 
and vitality. Even the briefly sketched few minor roles 
are well done. Obedience the Moon refreshing 
story for anyone. 


Yates, Elizabeth The Carey Girl 
Coward-McCann. Feb. 29, 1956. 186p. $2.75. 


“Kit” Carey, bachelor-girl living alone New York, 
has her few years built hard core hatred for 
the world. The child divorced parents, she scorned 
her now-dead mother and reciprocates her father’s 
like. One the maliciously pleasurable episodes 
her early life which she remembers with satisfaction 
the secret burning all her mother’s papers—stoc 
certificates, mortgage notes, and the like. She recalls 
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with smugness that she had successfully lied her 
mother and that the truth had never been known. 


the beginning this slim novel, Kit preparing 
spend week-end” with young man she has 
known for but short time and whom she intends 
marry when finishes college. fails meet her 
scheduled and, rage him, she writes nasty 
suicide note and eats rat-poison. The poison does not 
act immediately and Kit unexpectedly wakes the next 
day find life joyous. 


But ultimately the effect the phosphorus she has 
eaten fatal. She “who had just begun live” 
taken his home perceptive doctor 
equally perceptive wife; that, the few days left 
her, she may learn what love is. Somehow, forty- 
eight hours, Kit learns and her knowledge stems 
part from the doctor’s telling her the story the 
Redemption purely humanistic fashion. Just before 
her death, supreme signification her new under- 
standing, Kit orders destroyed the suicide letter which 
would have hurt her erstwhile, not-quite lover. 


Parallelling and symbolizing the story Kit one 
goose the doctor’s Long Island home. 


strict view must see The Carey Girl shallow 
piece sentimentalism. The authoress does not make 
clear, and seems hold that cannot made clear, 
what this necessary “love” which Kit lacks, despite 
the doctor’s convenient use Christ exemplar. 
Since the novel didactic and not descriptive 
type person, there little value for one firm 
convictions. Still, there some fine clear, 
sensitive prose writing; and the thesis not, properly 
speaking, objectionable; only fuzzy. For the intelligent 
reader, there point recommendation. For 
the general consumer, there bar adult perusal. 


Doris Maguire, 
West River, Maryland 


Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth Rings Around 
Little, Brown. Feb. 23, 1956. 240p. $3.50. 


The fans those fabulous Gilbreths will happily greet 
this story one the co-authors Cheaper the 
Dozen. Rings Around the rollicking tale Ernes- 
tine Gilbreth Carey’s family. The Careys are four— 
Chick, Ernie, Jili and Charlie. Though their family 
life lacks the unusual situations provided dozen 
youngsters, shows continuing pattern family 
having the most fun when together; and, all the while, 
developing good citizens and individual personalities. 


Ernestine met Chick when they were both working 
New York. She knew their engagement was certified 
when passed the first big hurdle. This was inspec- 
tion the Gilbreth tribe their New Jersey home, 
where many another suitor had been given the “scram 
treatment.” fact she soon complained that spent 
much time playing baseball with the boys that she 
and saw too little each other. 


The wedding day was typical hilarious Gilbreth occa- 
sion, with the musical trio playing their selections over 
and over while male guests were taken one one 
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the long-legged bridegroom could try their 
pants, since his own had not arrived. 


During the first eleven years their marriage, Ernie 
continued department store buyer, with only 
short leave for Jill’s arrival. Castle” this 
period had nine different addresses; one house 
Long Island, but mostly apartments Washington 
Square. 


long procession baby nurses and housekeepers 
ruled the roost after Jill came. First was the antiseptic 
Miss Sawyer, who played the market well she retired 
her own apartment building. The Careys were 
happy relax with Irish Theresa who stressed fun all 


day. 


One ofter the other, Jennie, Flossie, Sadie, and Sue left 
get married. “Are running marriage mart?” 
asked Chick. Niobe pawned the silver, Twiney came 
with one suitcase and gradually crammed the house 
with her possessions. The final straw was the “tem- 
porary” visit her destructive grandson. Marriage 
the Carey’s butcher brought the departure Twiney, 
furniture and grandson. 


“Tender Job” was faithful and willing, but her reli- 
gion young Charlie’s birth was “sin” not coun- 
tenanced. Dottie was the stiffly starched young nurse 
who always went barefooted. seeming justifica- 
tion Chick declared that either unbalanced characters 
easy find his wife had genius for hiring 
them. 


Finally the Careys bought their own home Manhasset 
where Brownies and Cubs, neighbors and Sunday 
school are major activities. Efforts copy the Gilbreth 
method time and motion efficiency brought quite 
different results for the Carey family. One vacation 
was spent the Gilbreth summer home Nantucket. 
was not precisely restful, however, since sightseeing 
buses passed the spot daily, pointing out the “Shoe” 
cottage and two lighthouses where “the Gilbreths raised 
family cheaper the dozen.” Curious callers came 
all hours. 


would too much expect repetition the side- 
splitting effects the first best seller about the famous 
dozen; but the same talent for picturing funny situations 
fully exercised that this story amusing enough. 
“To me,” Ernestine says, “home should sort 
clubhouse with doors slamming, footsteps clambering 
everywhere, the singing several songs all once, 
acrobatics, arguments, crumbs being spilled and 
minute ever twice the same.” And with the Careys, 


obviously is. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Embry, Carlos 
America’s Concentration Camps: The Facts 


About Our Indian Reservations Today 
McKay. Feb. 24, 1956. 242p. $3.50. 


Mr. Embry obviously man devoted the ideal 
justice, and this devotion accounts for the great agita- 
tion displays over the shameful treatment accorded 
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America’s Indian population, both historically and 
the present time. His book gives clear evidence 
deep commitment the cause bettering the Indian’s 
physical, social, and political conditions; unfortunately, 
however, there are points which the intensity his 
commitment does not compensate for the gaps his 
treatment. 


issue taken here with his central thesis: Ameri- 
cans must made aware the sheer injustice their 
dealings with their fellow citizens who are descendants 
the people who were tricked out their homes and 
land or, failing this, forcefully and violently driven off 
their land with callousness that rivals any the 
darkest pages the history man. Furthermore, they 
must made aware that these injustices continue 
today, although trickery and violence have been re- 
placed the paternalistic dictatorship self-per- 
petuating bureaucracy. Nor there objection the 
author’s ultimate goal, the freeing the Indian from 
his present state and his full acceptance free and 
self-determining citizen. book, whatever its 


failings, most convincing argument these respects. 


Less successful the picture one gets the author’s 
approach the problem. His observations seem 
based almost entirely junketing tour Indian 
reservations the course which interviewed the 
headmen the various tribes discussed. This may not 
have been the case; his contacts with these tribes may 
have been more extended than they appear, both 
time spent among them and encompassing more 
representative segment the Indian populations in- 
volved. This not the impression left with the reader, 
however; rather, may that has assembled little 
more than series “gripes” voiced highly select 
group Indians—those marginal both the Indian 
and surrounding non-Indian cultures—who may not 
position objectively evaluate the aims the 
Indian Bureau their true perspective. His informants 
seem represent something Indian elite more 
than political sense; they seem belong rather con- 
sistently the better housed, more affluent holders 
grazing permits and owners late model cars. What 
good for them might not immediately good for 
those their brethren who suffer the extreme eco- 
nomic, educational, and social deprivations rightly 
condemned Embry. 


short, this reviewer willing agree with the 
author’s insistence that the Indian Bureau liquidated 
within definitely limited period time. However, 
not willing admit that the supporters the 
present structure and program are entirely, even pre- 
dominantly, motivated traditional malevolence 
the selfish interests perpetuating their own jobs and 
prestige positions. Some the incidents related the 
author offer insights into the very real present need 
protect Indian lands and resources from unscrupulous 


exploitation white neighbors—often with the 


vance susceptible Indians. (The sad fact that the 
present set-up has permitted, even encouraged, such 
exploitation exist certain instances does not the 
least dispel the need for protection.) Until the 
Government forced meet its obligation educate 
the Indian point social maturity which 
will longer need this protection, foolhardy 
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think that his problems can solved merely termi- 
nating the present situation, admittedly unjust and in- 
adequate though may be. Abrupt action, seemingly 
favored some Mr. Embry’s informants, might well 
end with the Indian’s last state being much worse 


than the first. 
Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


Ewen, David 

Journey Greatness: The Life and Music 

George Gershwin 
Holt. Feb. 27, 1956. 384p. $5.00. 
David Ewen has authored fifteen books music pre- 
vious this, including six volumes the Holt Musical 
Biography Series for Young People. One these six 
told The Story George Gershwin and was published 
1944. The present volume, course, much more 
complete and, until better one comes along, will have 
the “definitive” life George Gershwin who 
died 1937 victim inoperable tumor, time 
when was, everyone believes, the threshold 
his musical powers. The composer Porgy and Bess, 
the Concerto Rhapsody Blue, American 
Paris, and almost innumerable popular songs, many 
which are becoming classics their genre, has unfor- 
tunately lacked biographer until the present, and one 
wonders why. His career was colorful, had per- 
sonality that was appealing, his musical works are firmly 
established; moreover, many his most intimate com- 
panions and friends are still living sources informa- 
tion about him which future generations may well 
wish know. not mere captious criticism say 
that this volume decidedly the view longtime 
admirer George Gershwin. Mr. Ewen has done 
excellent job; appreciative and skillful nar- 
has included quotations from critical reviews 
Gershwin’s serious music; has been quite decently 
reticent about some aspects the composer’s personal 
life. But has also been somewhat brief his por- 
trait Gershwin musical student and pays little 
time and space his studies Paris, his work day- 
to-day composing. All the basic facts seem have 
been included here; shall have wait, presumably, 
for more objective and more complete biography. 
Nonetheless, Journey Greatness fills gap the 
musical biographies significant modern composers. 
should valuable libraries; interesting enough 
warrant the attention any reader who admires 
the skillful melodies and rhythms ofone who is, the 
present time, the foremost modern American composer, 
often more honored abroad than his own land. 


Randall, Ruth Lincoln’s Sons 
Little-Brown. Jan. 373p. $5.00. 


Abraham Lincoln had four sons: Robert, Edward, Wil- 
liam and Thomas. This their story. Ruth Randall, 
author Mary Lincoln, has continued her remarkable 
biographical history the Lincoln family and tells 
the domestic joys and tribulations the Lincolns dur- 
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ing the Civil War. account family story, 
family book about tragic family. 


the four children the youngest has become legend. 
was Thomas, Taddie his mother called him. 
Tad was highly emotional, delighted making every 
hour every day joyous experience: broke 
Cabinet meetings, waved Confederate flag Union 
soldiers, fished the White House fountain. Tad was 
the nemesis the domestic staff. was the favorite 
Mr. Lincoln. That Tad was spoiled one who 
reads this book will doubt. After the war, Tad went 
abroad study German school and died tuber- 
culosis July 15, Tad Lincoln was kind, thought- 
ful, sympathetic, lovable lad given charitable acts 
and his death leaves the reader with feeling great 
loss, which tribute Miss Randall’s literary ability. 
Edward Lincoln died the age three. William, 
serious reserved boy, died during the Civil War, and 
was added pain the cross borne his father and 
mother during those years. 


The greatest service this book renders, this reviewer’s 
opinion, the remarkable biographical sketch Robert 
Lincoln. Bob Lincoln was the only son reach full 
maturity. died July 26, 1926, the ripe old age 
eighty-two. Robert Lincoln has always been the 
subject unfair criticism: has been pictured 
self-righteous prude, snob, maladjusted recluse. 
Actually, was sensitive proud person with tre- 
mendous feeling family responsibility. hated 
considered worthy job only because was 
Abraham Lincoln’s son. was Secretary War 
President Garfield, minister Great Britain, and Presi- 
dent the Pullman Palace Car Company. Had 
possessed his father’s humor and love people, 
might have had great political career. Instead, Robert 
had desire relive what him was the cause 
his family’s tragedy, the Presidency. Robert Lincoln 
was the target undeserved public abuse because 
was forced place his mother mental home. She 
turned against him, and that added the unfavorable 
press. Unlike his father, Robert was thin-skinned and 
could not take criticism. His resultant letter-writing 
proved embarrassing. 


The beauty this book Ruth Randall’s keen insight 
into family life; the little things become significant 
under her skillful pen. Lincoln’s Sons worthy 
addition the vast field Lincoln memories. highly 
recommend it, especially for juvenile reading. 


Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Barry, Commandant General Tom 

Guerilla Days Ireland 
Devin-Adair. Feb. 28, 1956. 303p. $4.00. 
Commandant Tom Barry’s Guerilla Days Ireland 
account the Black and Tan war 1919- 
1921, dealing almost exclusively with the operations 
the legendary “Flying Column” the West Cork 
brigade the Irish Republican Army. General Barry 
scathing his denunciation the “flag-wagging, 
speech-making” I.R.A. brigades other areas that 
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lacked offensive spirit and did little stem the tide 
British armed terrorism, which attributed the 
incompetent leadership non-fighting officers whom 
labels “greater traitors Ireland her hour 
need than any spies informers.” 

The call arms came Tom Barry while serving 
with the British Expeditionary Forces Mesopotamia 
where first heard the Irish Rebellion 1916. 
quit the British Army and offered his services the 
I.R.A., whose members pledged their lives the estab- 
lishment the Irish Republic sovereign inde- 
pendent state. The exploits Commandant Barry 
and the men under his command, vividly depicted 
this book, exemplify the courageous struggle for free- 
dom against heavy odds gallant company who, 
true the inspiring dedication the Proclamation 
1916, waged war under God with prayer that one 
who served would dishonour the cause cowardice, 
inhumanity rapine. These high ideals are sharp 
contrast the injustices and terrorism the “Black 
and Tans” and “auxiliaries” the British Crown. 
The author, while exposing the Black and Tan war 
ignominious page British Imperialism, quick 
admit than many officers and men the British regular 
army showed their military chivalry and humane 
treatment prisoners that they were not agreement 
with the murder and reprisal campaign the Black 
and Tans. 

notable exception was the Essex Regiment under the 
command Major Percival, the same officer who 
capitulated vastly superior force British soldiers 
the Japanese Singapore World War II. also 
pays tribute the many fairminded British politicians 
and men letters who openly condemned the British 
Government’s outrages Ireland. Sir John Simon, 
M.P., one time British Home Secretary and later Chan- 
cellor Britain, speaking Streatham, London, Janu- 
ary 20, 1921, accused the government holding 
their name contempt throughout the world, making 
their protestations protecting the interests Belgium 
seem futile, declaring that history would mark them 
down nothing less than set humbugs. 

Robert Lynd, brilliant essayist and editor the British 
Daily News, branded the Government editorial 
dated January 1921: 

“England now ruling Ireland the spirit the tor- 
turer. How many Englishmen realize that the blood- 
hound and the thong are use Ireland they were 
the Slave States America? The most tragic 
figure Ireland today not that the persecuted but 
that the persecutor.” 

The original edition this book was best seller 
Ireland, this first American edition should have the 
same appeal those with Irish sympathies over here. 


John Callaghan, 
Biology Department, 
University Scranton 


Arbo, Sebastian Juan 

Cervantes: The Man and His Time 
Vanguard. Oct. 11,1955. $4.00. 
Dover Wilson his book The Essential Shakespeare, 


brief study one Cervantes’ contemporaries, says 
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that the character Hamlet Shakespeare’s attempt 
examine and project the enigmatic personality the 
Earl Essex. this exciting yet temperate biography 
Cervantes, the author strongly implies that Don Juan 
Austria (better remembered his contemporaries 
for his bad luck and frustrations than for Lepanto) was 
the great prototype Don Quixote. the same 
time, course, Quixote, this book makes clear, was 
Cervantes himself, and into one great book, amid great 
outpourings uninspired hackwork, went “his own 
life and experience, his passions and feelings, hatred 
and love, thought and soul.” 


That Don Quixote owes its vigor and power the 
turbulent events Cervantes’ times and his im- 
mersion them, rather than the literary sources 
drew upon for nurture and for satire, not new 
thesis. makes the rendering here en- 
grossing historical novel the zest for life, Cer- 
vantes’ zest, that the book reflects. spite mis- 
fortunes and poverty, imprisonments and disgrace, Cer- 
vantes tilted life with ingenuity and optimism; 
learned patience captivity among the Moors, and 
his last, devout years could make jokes about his 
penury and his illnesses. had been honorable 
actor Spain’s last days greatness; and though the 
great ones, Philip II, Don Juan, and Lope Vega and 
others whose names are now dim and recalled only 
because him, either ignored him sneered him, 
was his Spain, not theirs, which has been remem- 
bered. Mr. Arbo’s warm and generous study should 
much introduce great book and very great 
man new generation readers. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Carroll, Malachy Time Cannot Dim 
Regnery. Feb. 1956. 202p. $3.50. 


some ways the literary form the novel brings 
saint life more truly than carefully authenticated 
and documented biography. Building itself the 
basic historical facts, the novel can paint the portrait 
the saint the light and shadow symbolic scenes, 
conversations and musings. When this done skil- 
fully, understandingly and lovingly,the result pic- 
ture saint truer many respects than the cold 
facts, for fuller, more interior view. 


This book Malachy Carroll novel based the 
life Saint Thomas Aquinas. gives nothing new 
outstanding. some sections manages come 
alive virtue imaginative interplay charac- 
ters. But its scant 200 pages hardly afford time for any 
deep appreciation the subtleties the complex char- 
acter Saint Thomas his friend, Saint Bona- 
venture. The classifications, such as, Thomas the man 
the impersonal syllogism and Bonaventure, the man 
the heart, are built little too neatly. Thomas 
many ways enigma and the synthesis his 
life that does justice the lover Aristotle and the 
author mystical treatises is, this reviewer’s esti- 
mate, still produced. the meantime this work 
Malachy Carroll can serve another interesting, 


Best 


passing, sketch the life and rugged times man 
whose intellectual, emotional and spiritual depth will 
perhaps fathomed only men equal caliber, 
you want your saints quick and easy doses, the 
present novel will give temporary relief. 


Edward Sponga, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Philosophy Department, 
University Scranton 


Church, Ruth Ellen 
Mary Meade’s Kitchen Companion 
Bobbs-Merrill. 1956. 357p. $3.95. 


Mrs. Church puts more emphasis how-to than 
what-to the kitchen; and she takés into account 
the prevalence electric ranges, pressure cooking, quick 
mixes, and other culinary short cuts. Most the 
recipes (or receipts, you spell that way; the British 
do), are test-kitchen tested. Readers the Chicago 
area will familiar with Mrs. Church’s style from 
reading her daily column cookery the Chicago 
Tribune. you are “young modern” looking for 
general purpose “first” cookbook, this will probably 
fool-proof any recent printing. 


O’Brien, John Happy Marriage 
Hanover House. Feb. 13, 1956. 313p. $3.50. 


Father John professed purpose writing 
Happy Marriage was enable the reader “to found 
home where he, his wife and children will dwell 
atmosphere peace and happiness guide young 
people the selection suitable helpmate for life 
assist the married deepening and stabilizing 
their happiness accompany the young the 
eager and tense days their courtship and stand 
their side the climatic moment their wedding and 
follow them their expanding family life.” 


will readily recognized this exceedingly 
ambitious program for single book, particularly 
view the fact that entire works have been written 
the subjects discussed each Father O’Brien’s 
chapters. 


Despite the sketchiness which characterizes some treat- 
ments and the wordiness which marks others, the 
author succeeds well could expected pre- 
senting his extensive theses. 


his presentation Father O’Brien opens all the literary 
stops. uses prose, dialogue, quotations, statistics, 
charts, tests and even quizzes. also added handy 
index rather detailed table contents. 


reviewer might wish some aspects this vast prob- 
lem had been more exhaustively treated and might 
prefer that less attention had been paid points rather 
obvious all. But the main, this solid, read- 
able, attractive book from which both those already 
married and those contemplating marriage can derive 
dependable assistance their pursuit happiness 
marriage. 


late, books marriage have been either too ideal- 
istic and ethereal too materialistic 
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Father O’Brien seems have trod middle course. 
has written down-to-earth, inspirational book that 
somehow manages escape becoming either earthy 
maudlin. 
Msgr. Thomas Cawley, 
Editor: The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Rev. Edward 

Marriage and Family Life 
Newman Foundation the University Illinois. Feb. 
1956. 245p. $3.00. 
Here excellent treatment marriage and the 
family. The usual topics are considered but with 
simplicity, brevity and interest. The clarity 
the presentation aided outlines and subtitles, 
technique that smacks Fr. 
O’Rourke’s eleven years the classroom the New- 
man Foundation. There considerable amount 
wisdom packed into this relatively small volume, and 
one rather unusual and valuable feature the chapter 
“What person?” The answer this question 
makes world difference every area marriage 
and family living and yet rarely asked 
answered most books those subjects. 


addition the customary sections marriage (the 
Sacrament, Church and Civil Laws), preparing for 
marriage (pre-marital chastity, choice partner) and 
family life (education, recreation, finance) there 
fourth part the medical and moral aspect and 
several appendices. For those seeking text for 
course marriage this book deserves consideration. 
Recommended all. 


Charles Trundle, 


University Scranton 


LaFarge, Oliver Behind the Mountains 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 29, 1956. 179p. $3.00. 


This quiet little book, very artistic and poetic. 
Some the chapters appeared the New Yorker 
stories. effect have description life during 
the earlier part this century big Spanish-Ameri- 
can ranch the Sangre Cristo mountains New 
Mexico. The result arrived casually series 
little stories and character sketches, all true, which 
gradually round out picture age, colorful 
and unusual. The point view peculiar and inter- 
for all seen through the eyes Consuelo, the 
author’s wife. She and her two sisters and brother, 
grew this ranch, whereas Mr. LaFarge the 
time these stories was the East. had 
tely his wife’s memory bring back the old ways, 
which have gradually disappeared. can almost 
hear the author inquiring this that detail her 
life. The style will caviar the general, but 
those who appreciate fine phrase, subtlety, and 
feeling for character and place will find all here. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 
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Breit, Harvey The Writer Observed 
World. Feb. 20, 1956. 286p. $3.75. 


These “talks with authors” were all printed the 
New York Times Book Review between November, 
1948, and January, 1955. Out some 125 articles 
written during that time, Mr. Breit has selected sixty 
for reprinting; the pieces are short, perhaps even slight, 
but they have enough value warrant their being 
given the lerative permanence hard covers. They 
are good vignettes. 

Mr. Breit has talked most the important literary 
people our time and has put something each into 
this collection. makes pretense being critic 
sitting judgment the work the people 
about whom reports; sometimes, indeed, had not 
even read the books that occasioned his interviews. 
Had brought his talks with authors greater 
knowledge would probably have written different 
book, but not necessarily better one. The articles 
they stand are bit naive but they manage get down 
some facets character and some interesting and fairly 
important opinions that are not chronicled anywhere 
else. Mr. Breit wastes little time clichés; his articles 
are lean, abrupt, and informative. 


The author should have reduced the length his 
preface; the anecdotes are good, the reportorial creed 
expounded there admirable, but there some tedious 
arguing about the position journalism literature. 
Incidentally, Mr. Breit could have helped his own case 
eliminating the occasional lapses from good style 
that appear his articles. From the beginning the 
interviews, however, page 35, the book sprightly 
one. should prove pleasant and even useful those 
interested contemporary literary life. 


William Hill, S.J. 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Dreiser, Theodore 

Best Short Stories Theodore Dreiser 
Introduction James Farrell. World. Feb. 20, 1956. 
349p. $3.00. 
Most Americans who read all are aware Theodore 
Dreiser novelist; but few know his shorter fiction, 
for many his stories have long been confined 
kind literary limbo. might have been better had 
they been allowed remain so, for there little 
recommend this selection. For the most part these 
are uniformly dull and verbose stories, and inexorably 
dated. Such expressions “cad,” “bounder,” “new- 
fangled,” “this cruel blow” abound; some, like “she 


issued the Library, University 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1956, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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had eaten the candy,” “pulchritudinous favors” 
made this reader wince. The superabundance rhe- 
torical questions, (literally hundred hundreds 
them), and exclamations, (e.g., “Great 
makes many these stories appear contrived and un- 
natural; even amateurish. Perhaps they are. Finally, 
the almost constant reiteration such awkwardisms 
“quondam,” “involute,” “blatance,” “dis- 
trait” results dreadful impatience with the writer. 
That Dreiser’s style turbid now may well 
because the clear and almost skeletal style modern 
readers have come expect Hemingway and his 
disciples. 


much for style. 


About five the fourteen stories presented here con- 
cern themselves with “love and marriage” and succeed 
giving the lie the sentiments expressed the cur- 
rent ditty that title. Dreiser’s people who love and 
marry invariably regret their actions. There not one 
blissful brace lovers among them. Most strive for 
their freedom; then, having achieved it, discover this 
was not what they wanted after all. Other stories tell 
the greediness illiterate farm family; “doer 
the word” New England; war the world 
ants; lynching; Irish sandhog’s adventures 
beneath the Hudson, (basis for recent off-Broadway 
musical, and two are Eastern tales—one 
about the insatiable desire old Yemen Arab for 
khat, Oriental stimulant; the other reworking 
ancient tale prince turned thief. 


«66 


the above, fact the entire collection, the best 
are the stories the lynching and the sandhog; but 
each these weakened its ending. “Nigger 
Jeff” reporter, after describing effectively lynching, 
and now imbued with the spirit his profession, em- 
barrasses the reader swearing almost Boy Scout 


terms: get all in!” “St. Columba and the 
River,” McGlathery the sandhog ejected bodily 
through breach his tunnel and lifted geyser-fashion 
through the murky waters the Hudson smack the 
side providently situated tug-boat. The best the 
lot, ironically, not short story all, but biographi- 
cal tribute Dreiser’s brother, Paul Dresser, the song- 
writer, the author suc- 
ceeds nicely recapturing much the nostaglia 
Broadway the late through the early 


justice Dreiser should noted that, read in- 
dividually and after fairly long intervals between each, 
these short stories may approach some the standards 
set modern short fiction; but collectively they prove 
second-rate and, therefore, might better 


mained “uncollected.” 
Matthew O’Rourke, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Lowndes, Marie Belloc The Young Hilaire Belloc 
Kenedy. Feb. 23, 1956. 182p. $3.50. 


This book youthful reminiscences, put together 
rather haphazard fashion Hilaire’s charming sister 
and finished off and “tidied up” after Marie’s death 


Lowndes Borgenicht 


Best 


1947 her daughter, interesting and important 
Bellociana. very refreshing plunged into 
such atmosphere love and trust. There are 
family feuds, evidently, among the Bellocs; tensions 
between parent and child; but general quality sym- 
pathy and out-goingness that made Madame Belloc 
shrink from dismissing unsatisfactory tutor and 
called forth her love and friendship for two such dis- 
similar and unexpected people George Eliot and 
Mrs. Booth (of the Salvation Army). 


Fascinating are the glimpses life France and 
England the last three decades the nineteenth 
century, the casual introduction for moment 
famous people, the sidelong glance historic events, 
the greatest interest this book naturally lies the 
sketch the youthful Hilaire; and that what 
valuable. There legend about the later Hilaire, the 
legend the boisterous, singing, wine-drinking, argu- 
mentative, arrogant genius that not, perhaps, par- 
ticularly endearing those who did not know him 
personally. This book shows us, through sisterly eyes, 
the portrait quiet little boy, serious, loving, uncom- 
monly sensitive; feeling instinctively that has part 
play the world, but humble and doubtful. Marie 
lays constant stress Hilaire’s profound and touching 
love and sympathy for the poor and his personal 
courage, also. His mind the very reverse the 
provincial. After his surprising voyage “steerage” 
America pursuit the girl loved, speaks with 
the greatest admiration the friendliness every 
American meets. The book shows wonderfully how 
the mind the future historian was being formed 
through childhcod “steeped history.” More ex- 
quisite the glimpse the poet. There are verses 
quoted here the nine-year-old Hilaire that need not 
have been disdained his obvious masters, Coleridge 
and Scott. Did anyone ask why Johnny can’t read? 
This book might answer the question. 


But how should like know more about the elderly 
lady who went off pay calls wheelbzarrow which 
was pushed along her gardener! (See 29.) 


Angela Cave, M.A.Oxon., 
Manhattanville College, 
Purchase, New York 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Borgenicht, Miriam Don’t Look Back 
Doubleday. Feb. 13, 1956. 192p. $2.75. 

Some ludricous and unbelievable moments hysteria, 
this escape fright, flight, chase and embrace comes 
off rather inefficiently. The plot relatively simple: 
strong-armed politico sets the temporary kidnapping 
the son doctor whom the pol wants 
promise. The doctor’s gallant secretary gets the 
child before the muggs arrive. The rest the action 
concerned with her efforts keep the child safe 
the corrupt community. 


Much the conduct the heroine fundamentally 
absurd, the behavior the menace immature and 
inept, the child cardboard pawn deliberate plot 
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mechanism. But the author true her promise: 
don’t look back. 


Verdict: top-grade script! 


Bagby, George Dead Storage 


Doubleday. Feb. 191p. $2.75. 

Why was George Sukely methodically and sadisti- 
cally tortured for week before unforeseen incident 
made the killer finish him off hurry? This the 
problem Inspector Schmidt the New York Police 
Department. The Inspector and his friend, George 
Bagby (switch!) get involved the investigation 
this murder (and three more for good measure) 
Greenwich Village flat. Eventually Schmidt appre- 
hends the very logical suspect (second 
switch!). Somehow this prose version “Dragnet” 
never gets off the ground and remains routine—except 
for that touch sadism. 


Verdict: Schmidt’s hit! 


Shaffer, Withered Murder 
Macmillan. Feb. 12,1956. 224p. $2.75. 


splendidly ingenious double murder which 
introduced the irascible and erudite Mr. Fathom, “the 
greatest detective them all.” one evening Mr. 
Fathom—resting “The Barnacle” the Cornwall 
hostel upside down, digging into the 
backgrounds pitiably sordid group only would 
turn behind outwardly sedate and circumspect ex- 
Rude and ruthless his pursuit the truth 
names the killer dawn. 


The jacket blurb announces this initial effort 
two brothers, Anthony and Peter Shaffer. 
dialogue, plausible but clever plotting are two marks 
distinction which make this collaboration auspi- 
cious beginning. 


Verdict: Skillful skulduggery! 


Masterson, Whit 
Dodd, Mead. 1956. 209p. $2.95. 


Another the Red Badge Mysteries, this one starts 

ynamiting lumber tycoon his beach house, kills 
off disgruntled former employee who had confessed 
the crime, and almost finishes the sleuth, 
young assistant D.A., who not satisfied with the 
solution arrived Captain McCoy, retired 
Policeman recalled for the investigation. This an- 
other those detective novels which become ob- 
not actually pernicious, making the police 
force either monkeys muscle-bound hooligans, 
Permit some smart-aleck win fame and glory through 
superior intelligence” “unassailable integrity.” There 
ought either law; some common sense for 
change. Let the MWA propose by-law outlawing 
this sort claptrap. 


deadly. 


Badge Evil 


Bagby Shaffer Masterson Cooper Erskine Catalan 


Cooper, Brian 

Vanguard. 1956. 220p. $3.00. 

Returning Cambridge and Hanseatic studies after 
post-war job Germany, with the investigation and 
interrogation boards the Nuremberg trials, Charles 
Crighton meets and falls love with Mary Sutherland, 
young widow living near Truro Cornwall. 
disturbed when discovers that her late husband’s 
name had been Kreuzinger, not, had thought 
drawing conclusions from introduction Kurt 
Steiner Mary’s brother-in-law, Otto Steiner. During 
the interrogations Nuremberg, had heard fan- 
tastic story Maria Kreuzinger who defied the Nazis 
who had slaughtered several thousand Jews the in- 
famous camp near Schwanau. was suspected that 
this Maria Kreuzinger had not only almost miraculously 
escaped from prison, had rescued some twenty-three 
the half dead victims, but had, besides, shot her hus- 
band. Fearful that his beloved Mary, who had been 
called Maria her husband, was the same Maria 
Kreuzinger, Crighton decides must unravel the mys- 
tery. the true story unreels, good deal sym- 
pathetic suspense developed. Well-written, well- 
plotted, (although you may guess most the truth 
halfway through,) you will read through fascinated 
the end. 


Verdict: Very creditable first effort; worth reading. 


Erskine, Margaret The Voice Murder 
Doubleday. Mar. 1956. 190p. $2.75. 


very efficient example damsel distress! 
Augusta Parrish inadventently overheard the murderer 
just before Aunt Alice was poisoned. But who gar- 
roted the irascible Timothy O’Hara? Before the de- 
nouement, spine tingling climax has come 
deserted home the country—knowing she pursued 
the What happens there Miss Erskine’s 
privilege (and mine) reserve this point. hand 
the C.I.D. man, Septimus Finch. the unravelling 
announces knew all along who the culprit was. 
so, why didn’t prevent that third murder? 


Verdict: Hitchcock would “have ball” with this one! 


Catalan, Henri 

Soeur Angele and the Ghosts Chambord 
Sheed Ward. Feb. 25, 1956. 188p. $2.50. 
Soeur Angele Embarrassed Ladies fame back for 
second visit with her reading public. Once Angela 
Persent, student Professor Robin and possessor 
medical degree with specialty forensic medicine, 
she now Sister Charity, engaged story’s open- 
ing caring for group children. While picnic 
Chateau Chambord with her charges she discovers 
corpse, dressed represent Fontaine, the ani- 
mal-filled woods. That mystery resolves itself when 
found that company professional actors to- 
gether with group amateurs from the demimonde 
are engaged filming dramatic spectacle built around 
Fontaine’s fables. The mystery the murder, how- 
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ever, remains and Soeur Angele again entangled 
web events, but not before she suffers problem 
conscience, her attempts protect innocent 
girl, whom the police suspect, finding the real mur- 
derer. course, her former Professor and his man 
Claudius are drawn unwillingly into the case which 
Soeur Angele solves the simplest classical style. The 
book suffers from embarrassing richness char- 
acters, only one whom, Conchita, the too knowing 
and overly-frank Spanish child, stands out. There 
certain amount sordid evidence introduced and 
some will question the good taste the author 
building his story around it. Not quite interesting 
the first Soeur Angele story, this still readable 
tale suitable for adults. 


Armstrong, Anthony Room the Hotel Ambre 
Doubleday. Feb. 16, 1956. 189p. $2.75. (Crime Club 
selection) 

tale international spies and thieves which moves 
breathless pace. Finishing it, the reader gets the 
same shock surprise learning the interval 
which the action has taken place that old-time audi- 
ences received the end Tony Sarg marionette 
performance. Relationships have been forgotten the 
press getting with the show. And good 
show, the case this new book, with cleverly 
sketched French types, believable setting, neatly dove- 
tailing and cumulating incidents, well-sustained sus- 
pense, and the usual surprise story’s end. The fact 
that certain the incidents are bit exaggerated 
should not held against the book; touches local 
color more than make for these. 


Springboard for all the exciting action the romantic 
notion that young Jane Cardew, English girl newly 
arrived Paris, has about staying the shabby Hotel 
Ambre-et-Richelieu because one her friends spent 
her honeymoon there. Before hour has passed, 
strange man seated the hotel salon covertly asks 
her make phone call for him. Shortly after, she 
sees his blood flowing out from under screen. Her 
scream adroitly covered the stranger’s fellow 
agent—and the search for stolen warhead from 
rocket projectile. 


Marlett, Melba The Frightened Ones 
Doubleday. Feb. 1956. 206p. $3.50. 


Four short stories and one novelette, more less 
concerned with the idea good coming out evil, 
and one with end-justifies-the-means implication. 
The novelette, which also the title item, concerns 
the re-orientation four lives when escaped prisoner 
comes into violent contact with each them turn. 
“The Purring Countess” narrates the arrangement 
murderer’s apparently accidental death, order 
protect his long-suffering wife. Matter Record” 
rather contrived but lightly humorous tale about 
domineering father who insisted his son given 
high grades his high school classes. Public sym- 
pathy for divorced man and indignation against his 
two wives the burden “In Name Only.” slight- 


Armstrong Marlett Canning Pocket Prints and Reprints 


Best 


different but not all original twist used 
“Second Chance,” story fear-induced reform that 
quickly dies when the cause the fright removed. 


Readable though slight, these are typical woman’s mag- 
azine items. 


Canning, Victor Burden Proof 


Sloane. Feb. 1,1956. $3.50. 

Parkhurst Prison the Isle Wight, London’s shabby 
streets, and the mountains Wales are background 
for the story Peter Barlow’s desperate attempt 
avoid recapture and return prison for murder 
had not done, and the same time locate the 
man who had killed his father’s dishonest partner. 
accident, young woman threw her lot with 
his and, with the help doctor, the two ran for 
it. Curious echoes from World War were heard, 
and motley group individuals encountered, be- 
fore heavy car with bright headlights bore down 
upon the two lonely Welsh road. Neatly con- 
trived and moderately interesting. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


Were not for the text-books which arrived the 
end the month, this would our worst month 
far the reprint and pocket-book field. 


Ballantine Books offers three mediocre entries: Hot 
Iron, (#128, $0.35; I), Elmer Kelton combines west- 
ern, kidnapping, power-mad cattle-king, but comes 
off ordinary tale Hal Elison tries duplicate 
the success Duke, Tomboy, and other tough stories 
young hoodlums Tell Them Nothing, (#129, 
$0.35; IIb)—a collection ten tales which present all 
the lust, greed, cowardice, fear non-conformity and 
hatred which fill big-city slums—all which have 
been better done before this One Head and Out 
the Other Roy Price, (#132, $0.35; explains 
“avoidism”, tries with might and main and every- 
thing else funny but makes only sometimes. 


Bantam Books issues eight volumes. One contains 
three Luke Short novels, dating back far 1938, 
(F-1417, $0.50; IIa); they are Hard Money, Ride the 
Man Down and War the Cimmaron and make 
better-than-average set Ben Benson continues his 
Wade Paris, policeman, series The Burning Fuse, 
(1421, $0.25; Ila), which complex, tough and good 
Fredric Brown Star Shine, (1423, $0.25; IIa), has 
narratives, ranging from 
paragraph two several pages length; they are 
logical, frightening and “musts” for the aficionado 
Graham Greene’s The Heart the Matter, (A-1424, 
$0.35; was first published 1948 and will 
tion the African Coast; Green always worth- 
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while, even here where his theology may slightly 
confusing Edward Frankland The Long Swords, 
(A-1425, $0. 35; IIb), tells the Viking invaders 
England the XIth century, lads who seldom doff 
their armor even make love; undistinguished his- 
torical novel Cronin’s big hit 1937, The 
Citadel, $0.50; with once more and 
asecond third reading still wears well; you haven’t 
already enjoyed it, the struggle idealism versus 
lucre the medical profession England 
Harold Robbins, The Dream Merchants, (F-1431, 
$0.50; IIb), offers historical novel set Hollywood; 
technique ruins what otherwise would have 
been run-of-the-mill movie story Picnic William 
Inge, (1457, $0.25; III), the Pulitzer Prize and Critics 
Award winner for 1953; briefly, concerns what hap- 
pens when husky young man takes off his shirt 
work yard peopled manless females. 


Dell revives Evelyn Waugh’s 1944 best-seller, Brides- 
head Revisited, (D-163, $0.35; Here the master- 
satirist vivisects the upperclass snobs, fops and limp- 
wristed England; all means re-read Charles 
Preston has edited Juvenile Delinquency, (#97, $0.25; 
collection so-so cartoons about kids, brats and 
the Stars, (891, $0.25; Brett Halliday; this 
the 1948 thump’em and love’em saga... Wil- 
liam MacLeod Raine’s Trail’s End, (889, $0.25; I), 
western about the inevitable power-mad cattle 
Sagan, (D-166, $0.35; IV), was reviewed here May 15, 
old Agatha Christie mystery Murder 
the Vicarage, (888, $0.25; which appeared first 
1930 and lets old Miss Marple solve all. quote the 
last sentence: “Really, Miss Marple rather dear.” 
Patrick Quentin’s Son, the Murderer, (890, 
$0.25; the Quentin tradition: logical, tense, 
literate, filled with fine character-portrayals The 
Last Enemy Berton Roueche, (D-90, $0.35; IIa), 
begins well, fades the stretch; the story, whose pro- 
tagonist goes mad, difficult do; why many 
Intent Kill Michael Bryan, (88, $0.25; 
well done and spoiled only 
adultery scene; the hospital atmosphere gives the mur- 
der plot real zing World Atlas collaboration 
between Hammond and Dell, (FE-84, $0.50; I); 
handy, but bring your magnifying glass; definitely not 
for the bifocal set. 
Permabooks send five offerings. The Bad Step, Mark 
Derby, (M-3028, $0.25; fine spy and adventure 
Yourself, (M-3029, $0.25; I), series 
cartoons the current 
craze; but only rarely funny Border Fever 
William Harrison, (M-3030, $0.25; super- 
tough western; this means the hero badly beaten 
several times, but enough left for the heroine 
fondle the final clinch Prisoner Paradise, 
(M-4039, $0.35; IIb), Garet Rogers three four 
stories one: the medical quack, the alcoholic, the 
college boy, the prison doctor’s too-too 
much But Were Born Free Elmer Davis’ 
collection essays; reviewed here March 1954, 
rated III, for considerable tendentiousness. 
Pocket Books has its ups and down, too. One the 
“downs” Guns the Saddle Peter Field, (1088, 


$0.25; I); let’s face it, Pete, far you haven’t had 

Decidedly “up” Alibi for Murder Charlotte 
Armstrong, (1095, $0.25; I), well-knit and well- 
characterized murder yarn with superb alibi twist 
Doctor Hudson’s Secret Journal Lloyd Douglas 
(1096, $0.25; III), recounts the thoughts and adven- 
tures the great and good brain-surgeon who more- 
psychiatrist-than-physician; 1939 product and shows 
Tragedy Trail Max Brand, (1097, $0.25; I), 
the old vengeance-trail yarn with cattle-baron 
double the cliché Mika Waltari’s 1949 novel, The 
Egyptian, (GC-31, $0.50; IIb), was Hollywood-aimed 
from its inception; seems long and tedious the 
reading The Pocketbook Henry Stories, edited 
Harry Hansen, (PL-38, $0.35; I), deserves place 
every bookshelf; the selection leans heavily old 
stand-bys Have Tux Will Travel Bob Hope’s 
quasi-biography, (C-205, $0.35; IIa), you can stand 
the perpetual pun-and-gag drumfire, this your book 

Nelson Algren’s The Man With the Golden Arm, 
(C31, $0.35; IV), has made more stir movie try- 
ing get Code seal than made 
Haycox goes the Northwest for The Adventurers, 
(C-204, $0.35; there are just too many adventures 
here for Harold Goodwin brings The Science 
Book Space Travel, (C-207, $0.35; I), which has 
plans and details for space-stations, moon messengers, 
and how best leave Terra most quickly. 


Vintage Books present Five Stories Willa Cather, 
$1.00; I), excellent for any library classroom 
Buy-of-the-month Frank O’Connor’s Stories, 
(K-29, $0.95; magnificent tales that can and should 
read and re-read any lover Ireland, language 
people. 


Signet sends Henry Ford Roger Burlingame, (337, 
$0.25; I), which though hard read times valu- 
able and well-documented Mentor swells the text- 
book files with The Age Reason, edited Stuart 
Hampshire, (MD-158, $0.50; containing the writ- 
ings XVIIth century philosophers bits and snips 
classic study, abridged Richard Heffner; may 
heavy-going but the century-old observations are often 
pertinent today. 


From Evergreen Press comes Mano Majra, $1000.00 
prize novel Khushwant Singh, (E-28, $1.25; IIb); 
novel contemporary India, long local color, 
short most else Also from Evergreen, Mark 
Twain’s Pudd’nhead Wilson, (E-25, $1.25; which 
offers the hoosier sage’s ideas race relationship 
fictional form. 


Great Seal Books, new division Cornell University 
Press, have started their reprints with three publications 
the fields history and the political sciences: The 
United States 1800, Henry Adams ($1.25); Are 
Men Equal, Myers, late the Cornell faculty, 
($1.45), inquires into democracy’s meaning; and The 
Higher Law Corwin, $0.95), examines Ameri- 
can constitutional law. are suitable for those 
whose professional scholarly interest would suggest 
their reading. 

Doubleday’s Anchor Books this month seem also 
aimed the classroom college, for the adult 
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student. Santayana’s Character and Opinion the 
United States, (A-73, $0.75; III), will appeal the 
philosopher; Ortega Gasset’s The Dehumanization 
Art, (A-72, $0.85; III), says some sound sense for the 
Shakespeare, (A-74, $0.95; I), always 
And sine qua non for the student literature would 
seem Selected Letters John Keats, edited 
Lionel Trilling, (A-70, $0.95; IIa). 


The University Chicago Press has also launched 
series paper-bound reprints under the colophon 
Phoenix Books. The first six come hand seem 
excellently chosen. Renaissance Philosophy Man, 
edited Cassirer, Kristeller and Randall, (P-1, $1.75; 
III), for the philosophers They Wrote Clay 
Edward Chiera, (P-2, $1.00; I), fine, well-illus- 
trated archaeological study the Babylonians should 
entertain and enlighten any reader The Child and 
the Curriculum, and The School and Society John 
Dewey, are combined one volume, (P-3, $1.25; 
offer two works the main proponent progressive 
education now The Road Serfdom 
Friedrich Hayek, (P-4, $1.00; III), concerns social plan- 
ning and its dangers Jacques Maritain’s Man 

the State, (P-5, $1.25; IIa), unusually clear state- 
ment his views civil society The Social Psy- 
chology George Herbert Mead, edited Anselm 
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Strauss, (P-6, $1.50; III), would interest only 
students investigating the views the late Chicago 
pragmatist. 

The best wine have saved for the last. Image Books, 
another Doubleday venture, keep their high standards 
lofty ever. Book Two St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
Summa Contra Gentiles, (D-27, $0.95; I), deals with 
creation Fulton Sheen’s The World’s First Love, 
(D-30, $0.75; I), his filial tribute the Virgin Mary 
Thomas Merton’s journal, The Sign Jonas, (D-31, 
$0.95; for those who admire his works There 
fine, much-needed treatment real problem 
Parents, Children and the Facts Life, (D-32, $0.65; 
I), Henry Sattler, C.SS.R., Ph.D.; valuable manual 
for parents and teachers John Kennedy Light 
the Mountain retells the story Salette, (D-33, 
$0.65, I); here vivid form the most-neglected 
the appearances Our Lady Edmund Campion 
Evelyn Waugh, (D-34, 0.65; I), classic biography 
the Jesuit martyr and scholar Elizabeth I’s time 
For fiction fans there are three short novels Paul 
Horgan, Humble Powers, (D-35, $0.65; IIa), all three 
well worth while dating from 1950 and Last 
the list Chesterton’s Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
(D-36, $0.75; which presents the literary whiz 
modern times writing the theological whiz the 
century; who could ask for anything more? 
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